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Former Texas Rangers Association

s FTRA President’s Message
Message from FTRF President N. Lane Akin

Our annual meeting was called to
order on May 16, 2026, at Old Settler’s Park
in Round Rock.

As a history refresher, this association
dates to 1897 when Ranger Capt. John
Salman “Rip” Ford gathered a group of
ex-Rangers together for a reunion. Capt. Ford died on Nov. 3,

1897, but his Former Texas Ranger Association continues 129
years later.

At Round Rock, FTRA members elected officers and new
directors. We honored eight Texas Rangers who left us during
the previous years: Johnny Waldrip, Brantley Foster, Gene Keq,
Billy Peterson, Ron Stewart, Jerry Clements, Phil Ryan and Milton

Wright. These eight Rangers proudly wore the carved Cinco Peso and served Texas well.

Our keynote speakers were Texas Ranger Scotty Shiver and Assistant Chief Jason Bobo.

They discussed the Texas Ranger Division’s Unsolved Crimes Investigation Unit and their

ability to bring important answers to the families of victims.

FTRA does not forget the dead, either.

"Give me a few Texas Rangers and | will get it done.” - Sam Houston




The FTRA performed a Memorial Cross dedication in May, and the association has
additional cross presentations scheduled for the months to come. They include one at the
State Cemetery in Austin, one in Wise County, and one near Schulenburg. These ceremonies
are open to the public. We encourage all to attend a ceremony if one is scheduled in your
area. The FTRA mission is to honor the legacy of the Texas Rangers, and we are fulfilling our
mission when we dedicate these memorial crosses.

As funds allow, FTRA provides scholarships to the children of our former Texas Rangers.
This year we received two applicants. We are able to fund this program and the cross
dedications with FTRA annual dues. If you have not paid your dues, please call the FTRA
office, 830-990-1192.

Sincerely,

N. Lane Akin
Texas Ranger Retired
FTRA President

e FTRF President’s Message

Former Texas Rangers Foundation

| hope this finds everyone doing well as we begin to enjoy summer
with family and friends. We have been really blessed in the Hill Country
with some good rain. Everything is green and blooming, and | hope it's
the same in your area.

The purpose of my message is to keep all our members informed

and up to date. | can assure you that the Board of Directors and the
office are working every day to accomplish our mission.

The Board met in January for our first meeting of the year. The meeting began with the
election of officers and directors. Dale Pancake was elected to serve as Chairman. Dale
has served as a director on the board and lives in Amarillo where he owns several
businesses. He has been a big asset to the board, and | assure you he can fill the boots of
his predecessor, Bill Dante.

Bill served as chairman for the past eight years will remain as a board member. Hel was
instrumental in moving the board forward and accomplishing its mission while serving as
chair. Thanks, Bill, for the job well done!



The board appointed several new committees to help raise funds for the Foundation.
This will include having more fund-raising events, sponsorships, and membership drives.

The board met again April 13. Various topics were discussed, including more fund-
raising events, membership drives, and our annual Gala. If you would like to have an event
in your areq, please contact the office.

Our office is open every day and the staff is busy doing all that is required to support
both the foundation and our association. For example, seeing that the bills are paid, keeping
up with dues, checking the mail, organizing cross ceremonies, mailing out new orders, and
answering all inquiries. | really want to take this opportunity to thank our two employees,
Jeanne Wallace, and Riva Davis, for the job they do to accomplish all the above and more.

As you all know, we are currently involved in a lawsuit with the City of Fredericksburg
regarding our lease agreement to build the Texas Rangers Heritage Center. Our attorneys
are actively working to get this settled. They have requested that we don’t make any public
statements at this time and any statement regarding the suit will be handled by them. |
know it has been a slow process, but it looks like we may be going into mediation next
month. | really feel good about the outcome as we progress. Meanwhile, keep our attorneys
and the foundation in your prayers as we move forward.

Saturday, August 1, is the date for the 10" annual Texas Ranger History Symposium, to
be held this year at the Buggy Barn Museum in Blanco, Texas. The museum has one of the
largest collection of buggies and wagons in the U.S. Also, on the grounds is an old western
town that looks like a movie set, and it includes a Texas Ranger headquarters building. It's
owned by Dennis Moore, a Ranger descendant and a member of our association.

The symposium will include several noted Ranger authors including Mike Cox, our
Ranger Historian. Ranger Ray Martinez will speak on the University of Texas Tower tragedy
that occurred 60 years ago. Also included will be a presentation on the “Lonesome Dove”
TV series You don’t want to miss this one so mark your calendars, Saturday, August 1, 2026,
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Lunch included.

Our “Silver Stars and Six Guns Gala” is set for September 11-12 at the Bevy Hilton Hotel in
Boerne. It was held there two years ago and is a great location.

Singer Michael Martin Murphy will be our entertainer on Saturday night. He's always a
crowd pleaser, and we are honored to have him on the FTRA board. We are currently
working out all the details. We will be mailing out the invitations in July. So, get those dates
on your calendar and plan to attend our biggest event of the year. | promise you will have
a good time, a great meal, and just maybe be a lucky winner of one of our auction items
that will include a guitar signed by Murphy.



| want to take this opportunity to thank all of you for your continued support. We have
faced some difficult times these past two years but so have the Texas Rangers throughout
their history. Like them, we will continue to do what's right and we will prevail.

One of the things you can do now is to consider making a tax-deductible donation to
help defray some of our legal expenses. Another way is to consider raising your rank in the
Foundation. For example, if you are a Private raise your rank to Sergeant or a Sergeant to
Lieutenant etc. Many thanks for your consideration. Until next time!

Joe B. Davis
President

Texas Ranger Retired

L Texas Ranger History Symposium Set for August 1

Less than a month after this nation’s 250" birthday, the FTRF will be observing the 203
anniversary of the Rangers.

It's hard to imagine that colonizer Stephen F. Austin was thinking two centuries ahead
when he proposed a small force “for the common defense” of his colony but August 1823 is
generally accepted as the beginning of the Rangers.

For years now, the FTRF has honored the Ranger “birthday” with a symposium dedicated
to Ranger history. The one set for this summer is shaping up to be the best yet.



Cisero Rufus Perry survived 22 arrows and 7 bullets

Texas Ranger History Symposium
Buggy Barn Museum, Blanco, Texas
1915 Main St.
Blanco, Texas
e 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 1, 2026
e Tickets $40
e C(Catered lunch
Schedule:

Welcome: Joe Davis
Moderator: Mike Cox, FTRA Historian

Presentations:

The Sowell Family of Texas Rangers

Roy Young, Apache, OK
22 Arrows, 7 Bullets: Cisero Rufus Perry

Mike Cox
Lynch Mobs, Vigilantes, and Ganes in Blanco County

Steve Rossignol, Blanco County Historical Society
Robert Duval and Lonesome Dove

George Getschow, Director, Larry McMurtry Literary Center, Archer City, Texas
Confessions of a Serial Lonesome Dove Reader

Wayne Jackson, Tucson, Arizona, retired AT&T executive
Sixty Years Ago, Today: The UT Tower Sniper

Retired Ranger Ramiro Martinez, New Braunfels, Texas

Vendors:

Roy Young, books and Wild West History Association materials
Ray Martinez books

FTRA, General Store

Mike Cox, books

Larry McMurtry Literary Center




s Happy Trails

*R. C. “Ron” Stewart (June 12, 1945-Feb. 4, 2026) *

A native of Maricopa County, Arizona, after service in the U.S.
Army during the Vietham War, Stewart attended the Texas DPS Law
Enforcement Academy in 1970. He served as a Texas Highway
Patrolman, then was promoted into the DPS Narcotics Service,
working undercover in Houston and Austin areas for nearly ten
years.

In 1980, he was promoted into the Texas Ranger Service and
worked in the Central Texas area handling criminal cases, public

integrity cases, and special internal cases. He later transferred to
the Texas "Big Bend" border region and worked with local and federal agencies until his
retirement in 1995.

In 1998, he became a special deputy with the U.S. Marshal Service, serving as a federal
court security officer for the Western District of Texas. He was a federal and state certified
firearms instructor.

Ranger Stewart was a long-time member of the FTRA and served on the Board of
Directors for many years.

YK Phillip Ray Ryan, Sr. (August 10, 1945 — Feb.25, 2026) Y

Phil Ryan, a highly decorated Ranger, transformative three-
term Wise County Sheriff, and respected leader in North Texas
law enforcement, died at 80, following a battle with heart disease
and other complications.

p Born August 10, 1945, in Oklahoma and raised in the Houston
A ared, Ryan began his public service at 21 when he joined the
' Pasadena Police Department in 1966. Two years later, he entered
ﬁ the Texas Department of Public Safety as a highway patrolman,

% serving in Cleveland, Woodville, Bonham, and Decatur before
being promoted to sergeant in Humble. In 1979, he was promoted
to Ranger and assigned to Wise County.



Stationed in Decatur nine years, Ryan investigated major crimes across Wise, Jack,
Montague, and Clay counties. He earned national recognition for his work in bringing justice
to numerous killers, including the infamous Henry Lee Lucas in 1983.

During his career with the DPS, he was twice awarded the Purple Heart after being shot
early in his career as a trooper and stabbed in the line of duty while serving as a ranger. His
many honors included the Distinguished Honor Award from the North Texas Criminal
Justice Association and the Distinguished Service Award from the Petroleum Industry
Security Council.

After retiring from the Rangers in 1989, Ryan soon answered the call to serve again. In
1992, he was elected Wise County Sheriff, taking office at a time when the agency faced
public distrust and controversy. Campaigning on professionalism, accountability, and
community trust, he rebuilt the department and went on to serve three terms.

Survivors include his sons Phil Ryan, Jr. and Daryle Ryan; daughter Ronda Ryan
Schweiger; stepdaughter Courtney Hair; a sister, Karen Martinez; and 14 grandchildren..

Y Milton Wright (July 26, 1938-March 5, 2026) Y

Milton Wright was born on a tenant farm in Rogers, Texas to
Milton and Mary Jarosek Wright.

Wright's love of music led him to forming and playing in
many bands through the years from adolescence until the end
of his life. He met many people through his bands including his
wife of 68 years, Marian Fuchs.

After graduating from Rogers High School, he served in the
US Navy for three years, attended Temple College for two years,

and then joined Texas Department of Public Safety.

His first DPS assignment was as a Driver License trooper in Dallas County. In November
1963 he was assigned as driver and bodyguard of the mayor and congressman in the fifth
car of the motorcade at the Kennedy Assignation. While at Parkland hospital he aided in
lifting the wounded president and governor onto awaiting gurneys. He then assisted in
keeping reporters away from the emergency entrance and later was assigned to guard
Governor Connelly’s room.

Milton relocated to Milam County in 1966 as a Highway Patrolman. In 1981 when he was
promoted to Texas Ranger, the Wrights moved to Richmond, Texas where Milton was
assigned to serve in Fort Bend, Matagorda, and Wharton counties



After retiring in 1996, he was elected Fort Bend County sheriff. He served four terms,
making him the longest-serving sheriff in Fort Bend history. Wright assembled a team of
professional officers who were instrumental in modernizing the department.

In 2013, after a long and distinguished career, Milton Wright retired from office.

Survivors include his wife, Marian; two daughters, Melanie Wright Wessels and Monica
Wright; grandson Micah Wessels and granddaughter Anna Marie Wessels Bush; and one
great granddaughter, Amalia Wessels.

* Jerry Tom Clements (Nov. 19, 1939-March 22, 2026) *

Ranger Jerry Tom Clements was born in Hill, Texas to
Virgie and Fred Clements and grew up on the family farm. He
joined the Texas Department of Public Safety in 196land was
promoted to the Rangers in 1969. He served in Companies A
and C.

He resigned from the Rangers at the end of 1976 and later
worked for Texas Department of Criminal Justice and the Fort
Bend County Sheriff's Office for a number of years.

He lived in Willis, Texas and served as an FTRA Director.

Survivors include his wife Janet Clements, daughter Amanda Clements; adopted sons
Clayton Clements and Hunter Clements; and stepsons Mark Mauldin and Michael Maudlin.

W How to donate

You can donate to the Texas Ranger Heritage Center capital campaign by visiting
thrc.org/donate or mailing a check to FTRF, P.O. Box 3195, Fredericksburg, TX, 78624. To
contribute by credit or debit card contact the FTRF office. The Former Texas Rangers

Foundation is a 501c3 nonprofit organization. All donations are tax-deductible
according to IRS regulations to the extent allowed by law.


http://thrc.org/donate
http://thrc.org/donate
http://thrc.org/donate
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Forget “between a rock and a hard place” ...what about between a rifleman and
a rattler? Long before Lonesome Dove, the Rangers figured in popular culture.

(Courtesy Mike Cox Collection)



FTRA Officers FTRA Directors

Lane Akin Matt Lindeman
President Past President

Wayne Fricke Lane Akin

Is Vice-President Clete Buckaloo

Joe Peters Lance Coleman (2027)
2nd Vice-President Daniel Cowin (2026)
Kenny Ray Joe B. Davis (2026)

3rd Vice-President Wayne Fricke (2028)
Jeanne Wallace Joe Peters (2027)
Secretary Kenny Ray

Lance Coleman
Treasurer
Mike Cox

Historian



Officers
Dale Pancake — Chairman
Greg White — Vice Chairman
Lane Akin — FTRA President
Joe Davis — President
Joe Peters — Vice President
Jeanne Wallace - Secretary

Directors
A.L. ‘Buck’ Buchanan
Lance Coleman
Daniel Cowin
Bill Dante
Joe Davis
Richard Dulinig
Wayne Fricke
Larry J. Martin
M. M. Murphey
Dale Pancake
Joe Peters
Chris Taylor
Greg Thrower
Jeanne Wallace
Allen West
Greg White
Lane Akin — FTRA President

FTRF

Staff

Jeanne Wallace (Officer Mgr.)
jeannew@formertexasrangers.org

Riva Davis (Front Office)
Riva@formertexasrangers.org

Mike Cox (Bullet Points Editor)
texasmikecox@gmail.com

Matt Lindemann — FTRA Past President
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